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Part 1: News Analysis 
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Anticipating his visit to Ashgabat next week, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev telephoned Turkmen 
President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov to convey birthday wishes. The Turkmen president was traveling in 
Naberezhnye Chelny at the time, on a significant state visit abroad to Russia's autonomous republic of 
Tatarstan, with which Turkmenistan has built a strategic relationship based on shared culture, religion and 
geographic proximity. Turkmenistan and Tatarstan signed a bilateral agreement on economic, technical, 
scientific and cultural cooperation. Tatarstan’s Kazan State University awarded President Berdymukhamedov 
an honorary doctorate, in recognition of his promotion of education and science, and of his achievements in 
"democratic development and international cooperation." 
 
Back in Ashgabat, President Berdymukhamedov received Gazprom's CEO Aleksei Miller, who had been 
rebuffed earlier this month, but no conclusion was reached on Turkmenistan's price to export natural gas to 
Russia. The Turkmen president also received the heads of Gazprom's competitors, Lukoil and Itera. 
President Berdymukhamedov also met with outgoing US Charge d'Affaires Richard Hoagland, who is 
finishing his tour of duty in Turkmenistan.  
 
Turkmenistan continues to co-host high-profile workshops on democracy, the rule of law, and transition to 
market economy with the OSCE, the UN or individual Western governments. This week, Germany’s Agency 
for Technical Co-Operation funded a seminar for lawyers to study bar associations and the role of trial 
attorneys, but as with other such meetings, only the Presidentially-controlled Institute for State and Law and 
National Institute for Democracy and Human Rights and various Turkmen ministry officials participated, as 
independent bar associations and unregistered NGOs are not recognized, and those interested in forming 
such groups are often discouraged from doing so. 
 
Nevertheless, the EU continues to remain optimistic about possible human rights reforms in Turkmenistan. 
Riina Kionka, Javier Solana's personal representative on human rights, told RFE/RL that increased 
engagement with Turkmenistan encompasses both energy and human rights "as a package deal", and that 
the EU would continue to pursue human rights talks alongside cooperation on energy security, viewing the 
topics as "inseparable". “It’s only through connections, business interests, commercial interests, that the EU 
is in a position to talk to Turkmenistan about human rights. If we just go on a vacuum, so to speak, about 
these issues, then we don’t have much leverage," she explained. 
 
Human rights groups such as Reporters Without Borders and Amnesty International were more forceful this 
week and perhaps less optimistic, demanding the release of jailed RFE/RL commentator Sazak 
Durdymuradov, who has reportedly been beaten and treated with electric shock in a remote psychiatric clinic 
in Turkmenistan notorious for the harsh treatment of dissidents. A U.S. State Department spokesperson 
noted that Washington was "deeply troubled" by the detention, which was characterized as "unacceptable". 
The Russian journalist Arkady Dubnov, a columnist from the Vremya Novosti newspaper and veteran 
correspondent and expert on Central Asia, was denied a visa to Turkmenistan to cover the Russian 
president’s visit next week. 
 
The restoration of the old Gregorian calendar names for the months of the year this week, which past dictator 
Saparmurat Niyazov whimsically renamed after Turkmen heroes and himself in 2002, seemed to indicate 
Turkmenistan’s slow reversal of the cult of personality that characterized his regime. However, a high-profile 
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ceremony for President Berdymukhamedov’s birthday this week, in which an opulent park in Ashgabat with 
27 fountains and statues of historical leader Oguz Khan and his sons, suggests that the tradition of a 
presidential cult of personality may linger.  
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1.     INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
a.  President Berdymukhamedov Receives Gazprom Deputy Chairman Aleksei Miller  
 
Original title:  President Receives Deputy Chairman of Gazprom's Board of Directors 
Source: Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/07/02/08. Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:   http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080702a 
 
Excerpt:  [Passage omitted: on Turkmenistan’s commitment to adhering to the 25-year inter-governmental 
agreement between Russia and Turkmenistan and Russia's willingness to increase natural gas imports.] 
 
The talks focused on implementation of the construction projects for the Caspian gas pipeline and 
modernization of the existing transnational gas transportation system. In this regard, the President and the 
Deputy Chairman of Russian Gazprom expressed a mutual interest in accelerating the Caspian gas pipeline 
project that would provide the partners – large gas exporters -- with a wider access to the European market 
and would create powerful incentives to develop the gas infrastructure in the Caspian region. Opportunities 
for collaboration in other promising fields, in particular gas processing, were considered. 
 
Specifying Turkmenistan’s position built on the principles of diversifying co-operation in the fuel and energy 
sector and oriented toward the current situation on the world energy market President Berdymukhamedov 
noted that Gazprom continued to rank among Turkmenistan’s leading strategic partners. 
 
[Passages omitted: on Miller’s birthday wishes for the Turkmen president; on hopes for effective cooperation; 
and the attendance of Russia’s Ambassador to Turkmenistan, Igor Blatov, at the meeting.] 
 
 
b. EU Official Optimistic About Turkmen Rights Situation, Despite Setbacks   
 
Source: Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty/06/24/08. Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036.  Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/06/8b26dc3e-04ac-4098-92a5-c54b11c75aef.html 
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Excerpt: [Passage omitted: on the arrest of RFE/RL Turkmen Service contributor Sazak Durdymuradov on 
the eve of the Turkmen-EU human rights meeting; on difficulties for correspondents in Turkmenistan and 
queries to determine whether the EU raised the issue.] 
 
Riina Kionka [personal representative on human rights for Javier Solana]: The problems that were created for 
[Durdymuradov], these were happening just as we were having the human rights dialogue. In fact, we learned 
about this only after we had returned. There were ongoing meetings of the cooperation council between the 
EU and Turkmenistan, but those were on other issues. So I can’t tell you for sure whether this was raised in 
these other meetings but because it was going on that same time. We couldn’t raise [it] at the human rights 
meeting because we didn’t know about it, simply. This came after the fact. But you can be assured that we 
are following up on this, on a number of different levels. 
 
RFE/RL: On June 25, the day after your talks, one of the EU officials in Ashgabat, Victor Maldonado, told 
Turkmen officials, and I’m quoting him: "We think we would be good [gas] customers…because we are ready 
to pay a good price." Isn’t this approach a double standard with regard to EU policy because, on the one 
hand, you say human rights is important, but on the other hand, you are trying to increase business contacts 
with Turkmenistan? 
 
Kionka: The [EU’s] Central Asia strategy is a broad-ranging program of tying in and emphasizing ties 
between Central Asian countries and the European Union as a whole and with member states. Part of that is, 
of course, energy. And part of that is human rights, as well. It does really have to be seen as a package deal. 
And this is the whole point of having human rights talks alongside talks on other areas of the program. Of 
course, the European Union is interested in doing business with Turkmenistan. The EU is also interested in 
talking about human rights with Turkmenistan. I think the power of the program is in the fact that these are 
not separable. And this is a point that we were seeking to make to the Turkmeni authorities. It’s only through 
connections, business interests, commercial interests, that the EU is in a position to talk to Turkmenistan 
about human rights. If we just go on a vacuum, so to speak, about these issues, then we don’t have much 
leverage. 
 
RFE/RL: But many of RFE/RL's correspondents in Turkmenistan simply are not able to leave their homes; 
their kids have been dismissed from educational institutions. It has been the case for many years. How could 
the EU use its influence to improve the situation? Is there any mechanism that you are working on to help 
them or support them or somehow to push Turkmen authorities to do something to improve the situation of 
human rights in the country? 
 
Kionka: I have a personal stake in this question because I used to work for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
myself at the end of the 1980s. I have a very strong feeling about the protection of journalists, especially in 
the field. What about particular mechanisms? Well, the EU, as you know, has a wide range of instruments, 
including technical assistance, including passing on legal and political know-how. And we’ve offered all of this 
to Turkmenistan in dealing with these particular issues. We’ve talked at length about the functioning of civil 
society, about the judiciary, about media, about freedom of movement -- all these things that touch the 
everyday life of journalists and others in Turkmenistan. But this is something that does not change overnight. 
 
[Passages omitted:  on Kionka’s optimism about the EU-Turkmen relationship; on the need for openness to 
discuss a range of topics with the Turkmen government; on the ending of Turkmenistan’s isolation and the 
engagement of its authorities with the international community; on the need for transparency and the rule of 
law.] 
 
Kionka: We have many countries that have come out of a totalitarian past and have been able to make the 
transition successfully and have learned, along with all of our member states, that the rule of law and creating 
a transparent, noncorrupt situation is not only good for the people but it’s also good for business. So this is 
the basis; this is our point of departure. 
 
[Passage omitted: on Kionka’s assessment that Turkmenistan is heading in the right direction.] 
 
 
c.  International Rights Groups, U.S. State Department Condemn Reporter’s Arrest 
 
Original title: Rights Groups Press For Release of RFE/RL Turkmen Contributor 
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Source: Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty/07/02/80.  Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036. Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.rferl.org/content/Rights_Groups_Press_For_Release_of_RFERL_Turkmen_Contributor/1181202.html 
 
Excerpt: [Passages omitted: background on the detention and reported torture of RFE/RL commentator 
Sazak Durdymuradov; on the condemnation of his arrest and torture by international human rights groups 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and the Committee to Protect Journalists and calls for his release; on rating 
by RSF of Turkmenistan as 167 out of 169 countries in terms of press freedoms and inclusion of President 
Berdymukhamedov among RSF’s "enemies of the press."] 
  
"There is no freedom at all in Turkmenistan for journalists, of course, nor for anybody," [Jeff] Julliard [RSF 
representative] said. "There is no respect for human rights. It is one of the most closed countries in the world. 
Press freedom has not grown there at all. Freedom of expression, freedom of association -- none of the 
human rights are respected. So it is one of the most worrying countries for all of the organizations that defend 
human rights around the world." 
  
[Passages omitted: on RSF's comment that Turkmenistan's authorities were unconcerned about their image 
abroad in past years, and the hope that its new leadership will break out of the past isolationist tendencies; 
on the statement from Nurmuhammed Hanamov, exiled opposition leader, that conditions have not changed 
since Niyazov’s death; on the statement from Vyacheslav Mamedov, exiled minority rights activist, on the 
failure of the new Turkmen government to break out of the mold of its past practices.] 
 
  "We think that [with the case of Durdymuradov], the authorities [in Turkmenistan have] demonstrated their 
true face -- the face they have tried to hide during the last year and a half to two years, while trying to create 
the image of liberal and democratic reforms that have never existed in reality," Mamedov said. 
  
The U.S. State Department also has expressed concerns about Durdymuradov's case, saying on June 28 
that it was "deeply troubled" by his detention and physical abuse. Spokesman Tom Casey said "any attempt 
to threaten journalists is an unacceptable affront to human rights." 
 
 
d.  Russian President Greets Turkmen Leader on His Birthday 
 
Original title: Telephone Conversation Between the Leaders of Turkmenistan and the Russian Federation 
Source: Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/06/30/08.   
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080630d 
 
Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov, who was on a visit to Naberezhnye Chelny, had a 
telephone conversation with Russian Federation President Dmitry Medvedev. 
 
Greeting the Turkmen leader, Dmitry Medvedev cordially congratulated President Berdymukhamedov on his 
birthday and wished him good health, happiness and outstanding accomplishments in important work at the 
highest political post. 
 
Thanking for the Russian president for his congratulations, President Berdymukhamedov stressed that 
President Medvedev’s visit was anticipated in Turkmenistan. Noting the high level of the Turkmen-Russian 
relationship had considerably intensified and entered a qualitatively new stage in recent years, the Turkmen 
leader expressed belief that the coming top level talks in Ashgabat would offer a powerful incentive to foster 
fruitful co-operation. 
 
In conclusion, the two leaders exchanged wishes of peace and prosperity for the peoples of Turkmenistan 
and Russia. 
 
 
e. President of Turkmenistan Receives Outgoing US Charge d'Affaires To 
Turkmenistan 
 
Original title: President of Turkmenistan Receives Outgoing US Charge d'Affaires To Turkmenistan 
Source:  Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/07/01/08. Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080701c 
 ©2007 Open Society
 
Excerpt:  President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov received Richard Hoagland, outgoing 
U.S. Charge d'Affaires to Turkmenistan Richard Hoagland, who has completed his diplomatic mission to 
Turkmenistan. 
 
Thanking President Berdymukhamedov for the opportunity for a personal meeting, Richard Hoagland 
expressed sincere gratitude to the leader and government of Turkmenistan for tangible support of his activity 
during his stay in Turkmenistan – a wonderful country to which he would be always glad to return. The U.S. 
diplomat said that the opening ceremony for the monumental fountain complex was one of his most 
memorable impressions.  
 
[Passage omitted:  on Hoagland’s birthday wishes for the Turkmen leader.] 
 
The President and his guest discussed a broad range of issues regarding the potential and prospects for  
Turkmen-American cooperation. Noting with satisfaction the high level of the intergovernmental dialogue and 
focusing on the transparent and constructive nature of this dialogue, the parties reaffirmed the willingness to 
intensify fruitful contacts based mutual respect and equality. 
 
President Berdymukhamedov noted that Turkmenistan attached considerable significance to development of 
cooperation with the U.S. not only bilaterally but also in the framework of authoritative international 
organizations, above all, the United Nations.  
 
The Turkmen leader said that Turkmen-American cooperation was achieving a new, dynamic level, 
conditioned by the demands of the times, but chiefly due to the good will of both sides. In this regard, the 
sides exchanged views on opportunities for maintaining effective partnership in a number of priority fields, 
particularly trade and the economy, the fuel and energy sector, and agriculture. Issues related to 
enhancement and expansion of traditional humanitarian co-operation including education, science and 
health-care were a focus of the talks. 
 
Issues of regional and international policies of mutual interest were discussed. The two parties reaffirmed 
their dedication to cooperation in such important fields as ensuring regional security and stability, and 
combating drug trafficking. The American diplomat said that neutral Turkmenistan’s constructive foreign 
policy and peacemaking initiatives were welcomed in the United States. 
 
[Passage omitted: on hopes for the further development of Turkmen-American relations and best wishes from 
Hoagland.] 
 
 
f.  President Berdymukhamedov Visits Tatarstan 
 
Original title:  When Leadership Qualities Are Multiplied By Political Will: On the Results of Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov’s Visit to the 
Republic of Tatarstan 
Source:  Official government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/07/01/08  Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:   http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=4&id=080701a 
 
Excerpt:  [Passage omitted: praise for the energetic figure of President Berdymukhamedov and his foreign 
policy overtures; on Berdymukhamedov’s visit to the KAMAZ automobile plant in Naberzhnye Chelny; on the 
achievement of security through trade, science and tourism, and not only by military means.] 
 
In this regard Turkmenistan and Tatarstan are the ideal partners. They have a favorable geographical 
location on trade routes connecting the countries of Eurasia since ancient times, abundant hydrocarbon and 
other natural resources, common spiritual and historical roots, and a similar approach to modern global 
challenges.  
 
[Passage omitted: on opportunities for close cooperation with Turkmenistan as part of a constructive dialogue 
with Russia.] 
 
Along with the traditional fields of co-operation of Turkmenistan and Tatarstan -- the fuel and energy sector, 
agriculture, and machine-building -- particular attention was paid to investment policy and the private sector. 
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President Berdymukhamedov said that Turkmenistan was keenly interested in expanding Turkmen business 
abroad. And in Turkmenistan, optimal conditions including a favorable investment climate are created for 
foreign companies. 
 
The visit had the strong humanitarian aspect as well. That was evidenced by awarding the high title of 
Honorary Doctor of Kazan State University -- the largest and oldest cultural, educational and research center 
of Russia -- to President Berdymukhamedov in recognition of his services and outstanding personal 
contribution to the development of education, science, democratic development and international co-
operation. 
 
[Passage omitted: on the signing of intergovernmental agreements on trade, economic, scientific, technical 
and cultural cooperation; on the Turkmen leader's visits to Tatarstan’s landmarks; on Tatarstan President 
Mintimer Shaymiev's praise of President Berdymukhamedov's progressive reforms and integration of 
Turkmenistan into the global system.] 
 
 
g.  OSCE Centre Holds Workshop on Market Competition and Consumer Policy in 
Turkmenistan 
 
Source:  OSCE Press Centre/06/27/08  
Electronic  version:  http://www.osce.org/item/31884.html 
 
Twelve participants from Turkmenistan's government ministries and the private sector took part in an OSCE 
Centre-supported workshop on market competition and consumer policy that ended June 27 in Ashgabat. 
 
The five-day event was organized by the OSCE Centre in Ashgabat in co-operation with Turkmenistan's 
Foreign Ministry. Officials from the Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic Relations, the Ministry of 
Economy and Development, the Ministry of Finance and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
participated. 
 
"We hope that this training course will enable officials to make decisions that further support the 
implementation of the important reforms being carried out by the Government of Turkmenistan," said 
Ambassador Ibrahim Djikic, Head of the Centre. "Lowering barriers to entry for the private sector to ensure 
economic competitiveness and production efficiency, protecting consumers, discouraging monopolies and 
developing market-friendly regulations are indispensable for a successful transition to a free-market 
economy." 
 
The workshop featured a combination of case simulations, interactive discussion and instruction. Participants 
discussed issues related to developing a competitive market, ensuring transparency in industry regulation, 
developing anti-monopoly policies and drafting commercial agreements in compliance with international 
standards on promoting fair competition, while safeguarding consumer interests. The OSCE Centre in 
Ashgabat will continue to support programs that promote market economic principles. 
 
 
h.  Seminar on Role of the Bar Held in Ashgabat with German Experts 
 
Original title:  Lawyers' Activity and Modern Court Procedures 
Source:  Official Government web site/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/06/26/08.  Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=7&id=080626a 
 
Excerpt:  A two-day seminar took place in Ashgabat titled "Administration of Justice and the Role of 
Lawyers," organized by the Turkmen Foreign Ministry, the Turkmen Presidential National Institute for 
Democracy and Human Rights and the German Agency for Technical Co-Operation (GTZ). Specialists from 
the Mejlis [parliament], the Ministry of Justice, the Prosecutor General’s Office, the Supreme Court, the 
Presidential Institute of State and Law, teachers of law at the Magtymguly Turkmen State University, and 
members of the bar from the regions and Ashgabat participated in the seminar. The German guests included 
the GTZ experts from the Central Asian and the Ashgabat offices and the head of the Bar from 
Frankfurt/Main. 
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The agenda included presentations and reports on legal regulation of lawyers' activity and the attorney's role 
in modern civil and criminal justice. The foreign experts presented the European, particularly German 
standards of legal training and professional development and different forms of bar associations. 
 
On the first day, discussions focused on professional ethics and lawyers' activity in Turkmenistan and the 
legal forms of attorney's activity in the European countries, in particular Germany, and the attorneys’ right to 
self-government. Those speaking at the seminar noted that during its years of independence, Turkmenistan 
had created a solid legal framework regulating all spheres of social relations. Turkmenistan joined over 100 
international conventions, including those related to human rights and liberties. 
 
[Passage omitted: on the need to improve the law now that it is established; on the formation of government 
agencies to ensure that Turkmenistan meets its international obligations; on Turkmenistan’s study of best 
practices, in particular of European nations; on the importance of constructive dialogue and exchange of 
experience on legal issues.] 
 
 
i.  Paris Pact Initiative to Fight Illegal Drugs Convenes in Ashgabat 
 
Original title:  Partnership to Face Global Threat; Concerting Efforts for Security and Health 
Source: Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/06/23/08; 06/27/08. Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan 
Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080630d 
http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=7&id=080623a 
 
Synopsis:  The Turkmen government launched a week of activities to highlight its growing struggle against 
unlawful narcotics trafficking. Turkmenistan celebrated the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking on June 26, mobilizing ministries and state-run public organizations in a marathon walk along the 
capital’s Path of Health to call attention to the issue. State media was ordered to publish articles on the 
damaging effect of drugs on health. 
 
The first international meeting to fight illegal drug-trafficking through sea ports was held in Ashgabat June 26, 
following up on a UN initiative begun at a conference on drug routes in Central Asia in 2003. The forum in 
Turkmenistan brought together experts from Caspian states and Paris Pact Initiative partners including UN 
agencies, the World Customs Organization (WCO), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), OSCE, 
and the Central Asia Regional Information and Coordination Centre (CARICC). Law-enforcement officials and 
government specialists as well as foreign diplomats and journalists also took part. 
 
Speakers at the meeting praised the Turkmen government's efforts to fight unlawful narcotics smuggling, 
recently vividly demonstrated by the destruction of tons of controlled substances 
 
j.  Vremya Novostei Columnist Denied Entry to Turkmenistan 
 
Source:  Ekho Moskvy/echo.msk.ru/07/02/08. Translation and synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://echo.msk.ru/news/524731-echo.html 
 
Synopsis:  Vremya Novosti columnist Arkady Dubnov, a veteran correspondent and expert on Central Asia, 
has been denied entry to Turkmenistan, the journalist told the Russian radio station Ekho Moskvy. "I was 
denied a visa and my passport has been returned to the press club with all the application forms," Dubnov 
said. 
 
The Russian journalist was slated to travel with the Kremlin press pool to Ashgabat with Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev next week. Dubnov said that although he was given no official reason for the denial, he 
heard informally that they didn’t want to make any waves on President Medvedev's first trip to Turkmenistan. 
 
"For years I criticized of the Turkmenbashi regime fairly harshly for its human rights and humanitarian 
records," Dubnov said, referring to the name that the late dictator Saparmurat Niyazov gave himself which 
means "Head of All Turkmen". "Furthermore, for the last year I have carefully written about the changes in the 
country, however, I have bluntly noted the several dozen people accused of the assassination attempt on 
Turkmenbashi and subsequently arrested, whom everyone seems to have forgotten about, and it is not even 
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known if they are still alive,” he said. As Dubnov is regarded as a friend of one of the prisoners, he told Ekho 
Moskvy that he believes that this makes him "persona non grata" in Ashgabat. 
 
 
 
2.    DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS 
 
a.  RFE/RL Commentator Held in Notorious Psychiatric Clinic 
  
Original title:   Turkmenistan's Remote Desert 'Gulag' 
Source  RFE/RL/07/01/08. Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 
Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036. Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.rferl.org/content/Turkmenistan_Remote_Desert_Gulag/1181087.html 
 
Excerpt: [Passages omitted: the recollections of Gurbandurdy Durdykuliev, a Turkmen political dissident, 
who, until April 2006, spent 26 months in the Boinuzin psychiatric clinic in the desert, a place which he called 
"a living hell," designed for "especially dangerous criminals" and the mentally ill. Under Niyazov, the clinic 
was used to jail critics of the regime, and President Berdymukhamedov has continued to send dissidents of 
his regime there.] 
 
Sazak Dyrdymuradov, a frequent unpaid guest on RFE/RL's Turkmen Service programs, was recently added 
to the ranks of Boinuzin's inmates. Officials at the clinic confirmed his presence there to RFE/RL 10 days 
after Dyrdymuradov's arrest at his home in the town of Baharden, near the capital, on June 20. 
Durdymuradov, a history teacher well respected in his community, was rounded up just days before human 
rights talks between Turkmen and European Union officials. Durdymuradov was reportedly ill treated while in 
detention in Baharden after he had refused to stop appearing on RFE/RL in Turkmenistan. 
 
Former Boinuzin inmate Durdykuliev, speaking to RFE/RL from his home in the western town of Nebitdag, 
says he believes Durdymuradov and other "patients" are likely to be beaten in the clinic. Durdykuliev notes 
that there are other ways of "punishing" inmates, like putting them in solitary confinement and forcibly 
drugging them. "Doctors want nothing but to kill [inmates]," he says. 
 
[Passages omitted: on Durdykuliev's harrowing experiences in 2006 in an isolation ward with scant food, and 
without electricity, TV or radio. His health deteriorated and he was drugged repeatedly.] 
 
International human rights and media organizations, including Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), have condemned the recent arrest and reported ill treatment of 
Durdymuradov. The U.S. State Department said on June 28 that it was "deeply troubled" by his detention and 
physical abuse. Spokesman Tom Casey called "any attempt to threaten journalists" an "unacceptable affront 
to human rights." 
 
 
b.  Monument to Oguz Khan Opened in Ashgabat 
 
Original title:  Ensemble of 27 Fountains Inaugurated in Ashgabat 
Source: Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/06/30/08. Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=13136&type=event&sort=date_desc  
 
Synopsis:  President Berdymukhamedov inaugurated a new complex of fountains and sculptures dedicated 
to the historical figures of Oguz Khan and his sons in Ashgabat on June 29, turkmenistan.ru reported. 
 
"What Oguz Khan valued most was peace, unity and consolidation of the people, without which no country 
can prosper and flourish. Oguz Turkmens created their first state five thousand years ago. Today, we 
continue Oguz Khan's noble traditions that provide us with high inspiration to work for the sake of happiness 
and prosperity of the homeland and its fast transformation," President Berdymukhamedov said in his address. 
 
The complex, built by the Turkish company Polimeks, was built at a major highway junction and is composed 
of 27 fountains and a sculpture of Oguz Khan riding a horse surrounded by his six sons. 
 
 ©2007 Open Society
 
3.  ECONOMIC NEWS 
 
a.  New Gas and Oil Gushers in the Karakum Desert 
 
Source:   Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/06/25/08.  Excerpt  by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=6&id=080625b 
 
Excerpt:  A thick commercial gas inflow with a flow rate of over one million cubic meters was reached at 
Exploratory Well No. 37 drilled by the specialists of the Lebapnebitgazgozleg Department of the 
Turkmengeologiya State Concern in the Bagaja field. Its projected depth is over 3,000 meters. Specialists are 
now testing the well to calculate the parameters of this newly-struck productive stratum. 
 
Bagaja is one of the most prospective gas condensate fields in the Lebap velyat. Much of the liquefied gas 
produced there is exported and gas condensate is supplied to the Seidi oil refinery, where it is processed into 
high-quality light oil products in great demand in world markets. Currently, Lebap oil and gas industry workers 
are working on commercial production of pools and well-testing, and intensely exploring new hydrocarbon 
productive strata in Bagaja, in order to strengthen the raw materials base of the oil and gas industry. 
Achieving this goal is a priority for Turkmenistan’s fuel and energy sector that will enable it to increase 
hydrocarbon production and processing and to expand the range of petrochemicals produced in the country. 
 
Exploration has been accelerated on the right bank of the Amu Darya River, providing vast opportunities to 
develop oil and gas production in Lebap velayat. Today the total volume of gas reservoirs on the right bank of 
the Amu Darya River is estimated at 1.3 billion. The Turkmen-China gas pipeline was initiated there. Last 
summer drilling began in the Samandepe field, which was included in the Bagtyyarlyk contractual territory. 
Lebap's abundant oil and gas reserves of Lebap are convincingly proven by the Yashildepe field. Lebap oil 
industry workers began producing oil there over three years ago and have produced over 1.5 million tons of 
hydrocarbons during this period. 
 
During a recent visit to the Lebap velayat, President Berdymukhamedov assigned new tasks to Turkmen oil 
industry workers – to increase oil production to 2,000 tons a day. Having intensified exploratory and 
production drilling the subdivisions considerably increase fuel production. At the request of the Turkmenneft 
State Concern the specialists of the Ojak Drilling Department completed to drill well 019 with the project 
depth of 3,100 meters. While testing this well the oil inflow with the flow rate of about 50 tones was received. 
 
[Passage omitted: on the development of fuel and energy sector as a guarantee of Turkmen prosperity.] 
 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, all translations have been prepared by OSI’s Turkmenistan Project. 
 
About the Turkmenistan Project 
The Turkmenistan Project is a division of the Open Society Institute’s Central Eurasia Project. The views expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of OSI. For more information about the Open Society Institute, visit our website at www.soros.org. For more 
information about the Central Eurasia Project, visit EurasiaNet at http://www.eurasianet.org. For more on the work of the Turkmenistan 
Project, visit us at http://www.soros.org/initiatives/turkmenistan. 
 
To subscribe or unsubscribe  
please send a message to turkmenistan@sorosny.org, or visit the subscription management page on 
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/turkmenistan/articles_publications/publications/newsbrief_2008 
